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“Moved with sinuous grace through the staging.” 
                  -Joshua Kosman, San Francisco Chronicle 

MISSION STATEMENT 

I strive to be a successful choreographer focused on creating that art matters. My 
choreographic goals are: to develop new creative works each season, to challenge my dancers 
and bring out their potential, and to present work that engages the public. My intention is to 
produce pieces that transform lives for the better, to make them brave and more 
compassionate human beings. Alonzo King once said, “One of  the most powerful political 
statements is love, truth and beauty. They exist.” If  I create work that gives one or more 
individuals the opportunity to see the love, truth, and beauty within them, then I have 
succeeded. It would be my highest achievement. 

I am a Gay Asian-American who is passionate about creating work with a positive human 
connection. Born in a refugee camp in Thailand, I immigrated to America in 1989, was 
raised in Redding, California, a predominantly white, conservative community, and I came to 
terms with my homosexuality as a teenager. This experience strongly influenced my artistry 
and desire to create compassionate and sensitive work. My ethnic background is Mien, an 
indigenous group from China. Many Mien were relocated to the United States during the 
1970s through the 1990s due to the Secret War. My choreography is deeply rooted in this 
history. My dance piece, “Red Egg,” was inspired by a Mien tradition practiced during the 
New Year – a reminder that we can all find love and rebirth within us. “Sacred Reunion,” 
inspired by my experience of  losing a loved one to cancer, reminds us that love transcends 
time and space. The many arm gestures found in my work are richly influenced by my Mien 
background. The compassionate aspect found in my art comes from the challenges I 
experienced growing up as a gay person. My personal history and cultural heritage shaped 
my innovative and unique artistic vision.  


